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Farm Production, Disposition, Cash 
Receipts and Gross Income 
1956-57 


Turkey production in 1957 totaled about 81 million birds, the Crop Reporting 


| Board announced. This was 6 percent more than the 77 million turkeys produced in 
1956. Turkey production was up in all regions except the North Atlantic States 
\) where it was down 1) percent. 


California was again the leading State with 14.7 million turkeys raised in 1957 > 
followed by Minnesota with 9.9 million, Virginia with 7.1 million, Iowa with 6.3 
million, Texas with 4.8 million, Missouri with 3.2 million and Ohio with 3 million 


| birds. These 7 States accounted for 60 percent of the turkeys raised in 1957. The 


West North Central States, the largest producing area in the United States, raised 


about 28 percent of the Nation's turkeys in 1957, the West 26 percent, the South 


Atlantic 17 percent, the East North Central 13 percent, the South Central 11 percent 


| and the North Atlantic 5 percent. 


Heavy Breeds Increase, Light Breeds Decrease: Turkey growers raised 67.8 
million heavy breed turkeys in 1957, 7 percent more than in 1956. They raised 13.4 


million light breeds, a decrease of 2 percent. Of the turkeys raised in 1957, 8h 


percent were heavy breeds and 16 percent light breeds, compared with 82 percent heavy 
and 18 percent light breeds in 1956. In 1957, heavy white breeds accounted for over 
one-fifth of all heavy breed turkeys raised. 


Turkey Sales Larger: Turkeys sold in 1957 totaled 80.5 million birds, 7 percent 


( more than in 1956. Numbers sold increased in all regions of the country, except the 


North Atlantic. Turkey growers indicated that during 1957 they sold 79 percent of 
the light breeds, 34 percent of the heavy whites and 2 percent of the bronze and other 
heavy turkeys as fryer-roasters. 


January 1 Breeder Hen Holdings: Breeder hen holdings of heavy breeds on 


January 1, 1958, were estimated at 3 million birds » @ decrease of 6 percent from 
the previous year. Light breeds were estimated at 424,000, a decrease of 11 per- 


cent. The number of a1] other turkeys on hand January 1, 1958, (market birds and 


| breeder toms) was 3 percent below a year earlier. 


Prices Below a Year Ago: ‘The average price received for turkeys sold in 1957 
was 23.4 cents per pound live weight, compared with 27.2 cents in 1956. 


Cash Receipts Lower; Cash receipts from the sale of 1,343 million pounds, 
live welght, of turkeys in 1957 totaled 4314 million--7 percent less than in 1956. 
The increase in pounds of turkey sold was more than offset by the 14 percent 
decrease in average price received by growers. 


Death Loss; Loss of poults in 1957 was 9.7 percent of those svarted, compared 
with 9.1 percent in 1956. Death loss of young turkeys was about the same as the 
previous year in the North Atlantic, East North Central, West North Central and 
Weste Death loss in the South Atlantic region was 9 percent, compared with 10 percent 
the previous year. Loss of young turkeys was 12 percent in the South Central region, 
compared with 9 percent in 1956. Losses were heavy in Texas due to floods » hail, 
windstorm and a higher than usual disease loss. Breedershen losses were 6.0 percent, 
compared with 6.6 percent in 1956. 
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Turkeys: Number on farms January 1, by States, 1957-58 1/ 
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Death loss of turkeys 





Young turkeys lost as a 
percent of total numbers 
bought and home hatched 


Breeding stock lost as 
@ percent of breeders 
on hand January 1 














Geographic 
divisions 








°° Percent Percent Percent Percent 

NortheAtlanciccme sc sven lan: 4 7 6 # 
Fast North Central. ....: 10 10 6 

West North Central. ...: 10 10 8 6 
SoutheAtlanticey en icure cen: 10 9 6 5 
SouthuCentraltc. reer escu-crvons: 9 12 6 7 
Western. « o o« Ot, <0 Se, 1@) ler ss 8 8 6 5 
United states. Sane 9.1 9.7 6.6 6.0 
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